People began to celebrate Christmas many years ago. And now it is the most wonderful and beautiful day of the year. People place Christmas trees in the sitting-rooms and decorate them with tinsel, toys, balls, flags and stars.

On Christmas Eve children hang their Christmas stockings on their beds or fireplace. A Christmas stockings are not a real stockings. It is a beautiful decoration. Children wait for Santa Claus and other miracles.

British people celebrate the holiday with Christmas dinner. They eat pudding and turkey. Traditionally a coin is put into the pudding. It brings luck to a person who finds it. People sent Christmas cards and letters to their relatives and buy Christmas presents.

There are a lot of traditions connected with Christmas but perhaps the most important one is giving of presents. The Bible says that when Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem wise men from the East came to worship him. They give the Child presents – gold, frankincense and myrrh. That’s why people nowadays try to please their friends and relatives giving them Christmas presents. Family members wrap up their gifts and leave them at the bottom of the Christmas tree to be found on Christmas morning. Children hang Christmas stockings over their beds as they believe that Santa Claus will come down the chimney and fill the stockings with presents. A Christmas stocking is not a real stocking. It is big and beautifully decorated.. Traditionally people put their Christmas presents into boxes wrapped in bright coloured paper with ribbons. That is why the day on which they give and receive these boxes is called Boxing Day. It is on the 26th of December. It’s a public holiday in England. It is also a traditional day for presenting gifts of money to people who had been on service during the year – servants, postmen
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