Приложение

The Distant and Recent Past of Belarus

Who was that first person that called himself a Belarusian? Though his name is lost in the mist1 of centuries but the first inhabitants are believed to live on the territory of Belarus around 100 thousand years ago. The ancestors of Belarusians were eastern Slavonic tribes2 the Krivichi, Dregovichi and Radimichi. Later, in the 9th century AD on their lands Polotsk, Turov and other principalities were formed and they became a part of Kievan Rus, a powerful feudal state at that time. In the 14th century Lithuanian princes who later united with Polish magnates took possession of Western Rus, including Belarus, and ruled over these lands until the 16th century. It was at this time the creation of the Belarusian nationality, language and culture was completed. Official documents and literary records of the time prove it. But where does the name Belarus come from? At the end of the 14th century Western Rus was referred to as Belaya Rus. It’s difficult at present to explain how this name came about. Some researchers say that the name Belaya Rus was associated with the white colour of the clothes that the local people wore and their fair hair. Others believe that the word “bely” was used to denote free and independent from the Tatar Hordes. Belarusians have been destined3 to live at the crossroads of Europe’s major routes. The land of Belarus has seen through its history all kinds of enemies from far and near: the Goths marched through it to the much desired Black Sea leaving behind ruins and death. In the 13th century the German Knight Order of Sword-Bearers4 drove through Belarus and the Swedish feudals set out to grab their share. At the end of the 18th century Polish domination in Belarus ended and in 1772 the eastern part of Belarus passed to Russia and was united in a single centralized state. Historians estimate that from the eleventh century the towns of Belarus were burnt to ashes at least three times every hundred years as a result of invasions. Belarusian Poleseye legends that were passed from generation to generation say that in those years whole castles, cathedrals and towns disappeared under the ground, lakes or swamps5 to avoid surrender to the enemy. During the retreat6 from Moscow in 1812 many hundreds of Napoleon’s soldiers perished at the town of Borisov and bitter battles were fought on Belarusian land during the First World War (1914-1918), the Civil War (1918-1922) and the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945). From the very first days of the Great Patriotic War the Belarusians rose up in defence of their country. The occupation of every inch of Belarusian land cost fascist invaders great losses. A nation-wide partisan war developed behind the front lines. In essence, anyone who could hold a weapon fought against the invaders. Victory was achieved at a high cost. Cities, towns and villages lay in ruins. 209 out of 270 cities and towns were destroyed and burnt as well as 9.200 villages. But the heaviest losses were of people. Each third Belarusian was killed, burnt alive or removed to labour camps in Germany. And again within a short period of time Belarus rose from ashes like the phoenics7 bird. At present Belarus is a sovereign, independent state with its own government, constitution, state emblem, flag and anthem. Belarusian people value peace and want to live in good neighbour relations with all other nations. They pay tribute to their ancestors and believe that the country with such a unique history and rich cultural heritage will have a happy future. 

______________________________________________

1mist пелена; 2tribe племя; 3be destined быть обреченным, 4Knight Order of Sword Bearer– меченосец рыцарского ордена; 5swamp болото; 6retreat отступление; 7phoenix феникс; 8pay tributeотдавать дань уважения; 9 ancestor– предок
 1.Answer the questions. 

1. What were eastern Slavonic tribes called? 2. What enemies did Belarus see through its history? 3. What happened to Belarusian towns several times? 4. How much did Belarus suffer during the Great Patriotic war? 5. What do Belarusian people value? 

2.Match the dates and the events that took place at that time. 

1) the 9th century 2) the 13th century 3) the 14th century 4) the 16th century 5) the 18th century 6) in 1772 7) 1914-1918 8) 1941-1945 9) in 1812 

a) Lithuanian princes possessed Western Rus b) Polish domination in Belarus ended c) Polotsk, Turov and other principalities were formed d) Belarus passed to Russia e) the Great Patriotic war lasted f) the First World war took place g) the war with Napoleon’s army h) the German Knight Order of Sword-Bearers drove through Belarus i) i) Belarus was taken over by Lithuanian princes 

3.Translate the verbs in brackets to complete the sentences. 1. The first inhabitants (предполагается) to live on the territory of Belarus around 100 thousand years ago. 2. On their lands Polotsk, Turov and other principalities (образовались). 3. The creation of the Belarusian nationality, language and culture (было завершено). 4. At the end of the 14th century Western Rus (называлась) to as Belaya Rus 5. The name Belaya Rus (ассоциировалось) with the white colour of the clothes that the local people wore. 6. The eastern part of Belarus (была объединена) in a single state. 7. Belarusians (были обречены) to live at the crossroads of Europe’s major routes. 8. The towns of Belarus (были сожжены) down to ashes. 9. Legends (передавались) from generation to generation. 10.Bitter battles (проходили) on Belarusian land. 

4.Give the equivalents from the text that mean the same. a strong state got control over the lands were masters of the lands literary works the name appeared the word was used to mean Polish power in Belarus one and the same state the Goths walked through it the Swedish feudals came get away from surrender stood up in defence in a short time 

Administrative Parts

The Republic of Belarus is a state situated in the heart of Euro​pe and bordering Lithuania, Latvia, Russia, Ukraine and Poland. The total length of its borders is 2 969 km. As of February 16,2001 the population of Belarus was 10,040,000 people of which 6,960 000 are urban and 3,080,000 are rural. The population of its capital-Minsk-is 1,690,000. State languages are Beiarusian and Russian. Currency: ruble. Administratively, the territory of Belarus is divided into 6 regions and 118 districts. There are 102 cities and towns, 109 urban-type settlements, and 24 600 rural localities. The Regional centers are Minsk, Gomel, Vitebsk, Mogilev, Grodno, and Brest. There are another 9 cities which population exceeded 100,000 inhabitants. These are Bobruisk, Baranovichi, Borisov, Pinsk, Orsha, Mozyr, Novopolotsk, Soligorsk, and Lida.
The Republic of Belarus is a unitary social-democratic law-gover​ned state. Its fundamental law is the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, which was adopted by referendum on 24.11.1996. The Head of State is the President of the Republic of Belarus elected by popular vote for a 5-year term. The President is a guarantor of the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, rights and freedoms of each individual and citizen. The legislative body of state power in the Republic of Belarus is a Parliament which consists of two hou​ses: House of Representatives and Council of Republic. Executive power in the Republic of Belarus is exercised by the Government, i.e. the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus which is a central body of state administration. The Government is accoun​table for its activities to the President of the Republic of Belarus. Local administration and self-administration is exercised through the local Councils of deputies, executive-administrative bodies, or​gans of self-government, meetings.
The judicial power is vested with courts. The Constitutional Court exercises control over the constitutionality of normative acts in the state. The Procurator-General of the Republic of Belarus exercises supervision over strict and uniform observance of law. The State Control Committee of the Republic of Belarus exercises control over the implementation of the republican budget, use of national property, economic, financial relations and taxation.
Belarus is a multinational state where about one hundred nations and nationalities reside, The major part of population is Belarusian-78%. Russian - 13%, Polish - 4%, Ukrainian-3%, Jew - 1%, and others- 1%. About one third of the Beiarusian nation, 3-3.5 million, is living abroad. Many Belarusians have been residing in Russia, Ukraine, USA, Poland, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Canada, and Ar​gentine. The State Program "Belarusians in the World" is directed towards the development of contacts and interaction with the Beia​rusian diaspore. In 1993, the first Congress of Belarusians from over the world was held.
More than 20 religions exist in Belarus. The most numerous among them is Eastern Orthodox (938 communities) and Roman Ca​tholic (373 communities). Among the protestant communities predo​minate Evangelic and Baptist communities. There also exist old-be​liever, Greek Catholic, Judaic and other communities.
Industry
Industry is the leading branch of the national economy complex of the Republic of Belarus. Its share in the total production volu​me is 29,6%. Its enterprises provide workplaces for 27,7% of peo​ple employed by the national economy and it amasses 39,5% of fixed assets.
Machine building and metal working is a major industrial branch and its share in the total production volume amounts to 25,2%. Leading sectors of machine building are automobile industry, tractor and agricultural machinery building, as well as science-intensive bran​ches of instrument building. Its enterprises produce lorries, open pit dumpers and wheel-drive prime movers; coaches, buses and trol​leybuses; motorcycles and bicycles; tractors, agricultural, constructi​on, land reclamation and road construction vehicles; engines, machi​ne tools, forge-and-pressing and foundry machinery. Enterprises of the science-intensive sector of machine building produce and deve​lop hardware and software products, mainframes, mobile computer-aided management systems, high-precision optical instruments, com​munication systems and facilities, integrated microcircuits, telecom​munication facilities. The branch also produces various household goods such as TV sets, radio sets, refrigerators, washing machines, clocks and watches, measuring instruments.
The power industry of Belarus is a united power system with a single centralized control, the production potential of which invol​ves power stations, district boiler rooms, high-voltage power trans​mission electric lines and heat networks.
The fuel industry involves production and refining of crude oil, associated gas and peat. Products of the fuel and power complex amount to 11,6% in the total production volume.
The chemical and petrochemical industry is one of the most de​veloped branches of the national economy. Its share in the total production volume amounts to 14,4%. Enterprise of the branch produce potassium, nitrogen and phosphoric fertilizers, chemical fibres and threads, resins, plastic materials, tyres and household ap​pliances.
The construction materials industry specializes in production of cement, construction whiting, facing and finishing materials, prefab​ricated reinforced concrete structures. The industry's potential ma​kes it possible to meet domestic consumption and export products to near and far abroad countries.
In the structure of the forest products industry the wood-work​ing sector prevails (furniture, wooden construction parts and wood-based boards manufacturing). The cellulose-and-paper and wood-chemical industries are less developed.
The food industry constitutes 18,4% in the industrial production sphere. Milk and meat branches occupy a leading place in it. The baking, confectionery and sugar branches are also well developed ones.
In the light industry the textile, knitting, sewing, boot-and shoe, tanning and fur branches are well developed.
The glass, porcelain and highly glazed pottery industry produces construction and technical glass, glass containers, household goods.
The agriculture plays a great role in the country's economy. The branch supplies major raw materials required for the food and par​tially for light industries. It provides 14,8% of workplaces for peo​ple employed by enterprises of the national economy. Agricultural products constitute 32.0% of the total aggregate product of the country. Major directions of the agricultural production are meat and milk cattle and pig breeding, production of flax, beat root and potatoes. The country attributes special attention to the support of the industrial potential of cattle-breeding and poultry farms.
