The Programme Of the Festival Party 

‘’My Motherland-Belarus’’

Pupil:  Our  heartest greetings from Gymnasia 1 in Dyatlovo. Festival ‘’Belarus is 
My Country’’ has passed 3 stages. The first one – the translation of the 
poems and songs from Belorussian into English. The second – the week of 
the foreign language which finished with the festive party, and the third one 
you can see now. By the way, our programme is almost complitely based on 
the translations of our pupils.

The voice behind the stage:

· Brussels, the Council of the Europian Union’s Headquarters. Member-states’ represantatives are discussing the perspectives of the Republic of Belarus and the possible ehtering the Europian Union.

 (The President,  the member-states’ represantatives are sitting at the table)

The President:- Ladies and Gentelmen! For the last 6 month you’ve been analysing 

      political, economic, social situation in the Republic of Belarus.It’s 

     time to report about the work you’ve done.

Speaker 1: Various directories for businessmen and tourists describe Belarus in a modest and simple manner: a state in the center of Europe in the west of the East-European plain in the basin of the upper reachers of  the 
Dnieper and the Neman and the middle part of the Eastern Dvina and the Western Boog, middle and low parts of the Pripyat. These above the major rivers flowing across Belarus, whereas all in there are 20 thousand of them. Belarus is also often called the land of lakes. Most of them are small but deep, as a rule. The real pearl of the Belarusian nature is the Lake Naroch. The pride of Belarus are its wildlife reserves and national parks, the biggest and the most widely known being the Belovezhskaya Pusch national park, the Berezina biospheric and the Pripyat water and terrain reserve. To cross the Republic from north to south one has to cover 560 km, from east to west – 650 km, in the north-west it has a common border with Lithuania, in the norht – with Latvia, in the norh-east ahd east-with Russia, in the south – with theukrain and in the west – with Poland. The country’s total territory is about 2 million 7 thousand sq. Km. According to the 2001 census, the country’s population was 99,9 million people, out  of  whom 70,2% lived in towns and 29,8% - in the country. Administrativly, Belarus is divided into 6 provinces – the Brest, Vitebsk, Gomel, Grodno, Mogilev, Minsk provinces and 118 districts,. There are 102 towns, 111 town-typed settlements and over 24 thousand large and small villages in the country. The capital of Belarus is Minsk. The country’s state languages are Belarussian and 
Russian. Members of the Orthodox Church are the majority in the country, 
though other types of Christianity – Catholicism and  Protestantism – are well represented too. Belarus is one of the founders of the United Nations Organization and has its state emblem, flag, anthem.

Speaker 2: In the course of the 19th century the formation of the Belarussian nation was completed. The social transformation proclaimed by the February and October Revolutions of the year 1917 were built partly implemented in Belarus because some parts of the territory were occupied by the German in 1915 and  practically its entire territory in 1918. The Belarussian Soviet Socialist Republic was founded on the January 1, 1919, but already in February 1919, following a decision by the Bolsevik party central committee it was united with Lithuania to the Republic whichonly existed until August 1939 the western lands of Belarus were reunited with the BSSR.During World War II, the belarussian people waged a courageous struggle against the fascist invaders. It took the country 5 hard years to restore the war-ruined economy and 40 long years to reach pre-war population level.In July 1990, the Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus adopted the Declaration on State Souverenity and on September 19, 1991, the BSSR was transformed into the Republic of Belarus. In December 1991 Belarus, Russia and the Ukrain signed a treaty on the formation of the Commonwealth of 
 States, which incorporates 12 former Soviet Republics. The headquarters of the CIS, its Executive Committee, the Economic Court and about 10 branch institutions are located in Minsk.In July 1994 A.Lukashenko became the first country’s President. A national referendum which was held on November 24, 1996 became an important milestone setting the principal transformations in the country’s state system. In January 2000 a treaty on the creation of Belarus-Russia union came into force giving a new legal impetus to a further integration of the countries.

Speaker 3: The Republic of Belarus is a unitary, democratic, social state based on the rule of law, which exercise absolute authority over its entire territory and implements an independent domestic and foreign policy. Belarus is a presidential republic. The President of the Republic of Belarus is the Head of the State, guarantor of the countriy’s Constitution, human and citizens’ rights and liberties. The bicameral parliament is a representative and legislative institution of the country. The House of Representatives of the National Assembly consists of 110 deputies elected  on the basis of a universal, free equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot. The Council of the Republic is the House of territorial representation. The Parliament’s term of the office is 4 years. Management of the country is effectuated by the Goverment – Counsil of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. The juridical, the Supreme court, regional courts, the Minsk city court, district and local courts as well as military tribunals. The supreme control over law exercution in the country is vested with the Attorney general and attorneys subordinate to him. The country’s ConstitutionalCourt is entrusted to supervise administration of the constitutional provisions. The biggest political parties are the Belarusian Popular Front, the Liberal – Democratic Party, the United Civil Party, the Party of belarussian Communists and the Belarussian Social-Democratic Party ‘’Narodnaya Gramoda’’. Hoverwer, the political parties do not play an important part in the country’s social development. The protection of an individual, of the society and of the State from internal and outside threats are ensured by the State Security Committee of the Republic of  Belarus. The armed forces of the Republic of Belarus provided for an defense of the country, protection of its state border, sovereignty and territorial integrity in accordance with the Constitution of the Republic and the current legislation. The  country has established diplomatic relations with 125 countries of the world. There are 28 embassies of foreign  states, 6 consular offices, 3 honorable counsuls and 7 missions of international organizations in the Republic.Belarus is one of the  founder-states of the United Nations Organization. The Republic is a member of various 
specialized bodies in the UN system and other international organizations, such as the UNESCO, the IAEA, the World Health Organization and others. 
Belarus’ foreign policy is versatile and well balanced as regards its relations with the world community.

Speaker 4: The Republis of Belarus runs a number of major social programmes for the various population strata. The annual expenditures for the programmes make up around 14% of the total state spendings. The priority lives with the programmes for children. In 1993 the country’s Parliament passed a low “On the Rights of  a Child”. The state Programme “Children of Belarus” is also being implemented. Another population category – pentioners and the disabled – receive subsidies from the Social Weifare Fund. Education in Belarus has always been in the focus of attention. The educational level of the population has been going up. Literacy in the country’s development. Science remains a priority in the country’s development. The future of the nation depends on the state of its health establishments. The epidemiological situation has improved and the general infectious diseases rate has declined. Thanks to air-round assistance coming from the state exellent conditions have been created in the country for practicing sports, games and tourism. The popularity of Belarusian sporsmen in the international arena is going year by year. The young, inderpendent European state – the Republic of Belarus – is open to the world.The Belarussian people stretch out their hand of friendship and cooperation to eath and everyone who comes to their country with an open heart.

Speaker 5: The economic potential of Belarus is largely dependent on industry whose proportion in the GNP is as much as 30%. The number of companies operating in the major industrial branches exceeds 1900 among  them are machine-building and metal-working, food, light, chemical, petrichemical, fuel, timber, wood-working and paper and pulp enterprises. Potassium fertilizer, dump-truck, traktor, chemical fiber, metal-cutting machinery, refrigerator and other export goods producers which would be considered as large companies even by the world standars have been showing steady economic results. The Belarus tractors and tractor engines, lorries and road machinery, manufacture at the Minsk, Zhodino and Mogilev factories, oil products of the Novopolotsk and Mozyr refineries, Mogilev chemical fiber products , novopolotsk polymer, Baranovichi cotton, goods producedat the Minsk joint-stock company “Agent” and production assciations “Horisont” and Integral” still enjoy popularity and in high demand.The agricultural enterprises of Belarus specialze in animal husbandry. Belarus’ per capita meat out put is 5-fold the CIS average.A step-by-step systemic agricultural ownerships reform is under way. Private, joint stock, mixed type and joint ownership enterprises have been coming into being.

Speaker 6 : Being a component part of the world culture heritage, the Belarusian culture preserves the best national traditions which borrowing the experience of other cultures. The challenges of learning and preserving the traditional culture have became part and parcel of government strategy in the field of culture. Libraries are centers of spiritual enrichment, .sources of education and information. There has been a decision by the President of the country to build a new National Library. History, tradition and Belarusian mentality are comprehensively shown in the national literature of Belarus. Its founders are Y.Kupala, Y.Kolas, M.Bogdanovich, K.Krapiva, P.Glebka, P.Brovka. There traditions have been picked up by I.Melezh, M.Tank, I.Ptashnikov, L.Dranko-Maisyuk and others. The modern stage of develjpment of Belarussian art is characterized by advance and improvement of new trends in painting, graphics, sculpture, decorative and monumental art, design and applied arts. The Republic’s variety art is represented by such pop-groups as “Pesniary”, “Siabry”, and many others. The Belarussian theatrical art traditions are deep-rooted too. Twenty seven Republic’s theatres run the best world and nationals plays. The international art festival “Slavyansky Bazar” has become a good example of traditional international cultural cooperation. The Belarussian cinema is a self-made, colorful part of its cultural life. One of the latest interesting films about Belarussian history is The Legend of Anastasiya Slutskaya”. Today 132 independent state museums function in 
the Republic. Over 2,5 mln exhibits are kept in them. Being keepers of national culture and customs, the Belarussian museums maintain close links with the world’s best museum traditions.

President: Thanks a lot. It sounds great. But we should be sure if the Belarussians will justify our expectations. What are their aims, their hopes and dreams? I  think we should have a look at this country. We an invitation card from the pupils of Gymnasia 1 in Dyatlovo. I hope it will be a nice trip.

( they leave the stage)

(  The song “Which Land Is The Best’’( English 4  I.N. Vereshchagina, O.V. Afanasyeva p.387, 393, 400)

(The Pictures of Belarussian sights, landscapes are shown on the screen in the middle of the stage, girls are dancing “Chorovod” on the tune of “Kupalinka”)

(voices  behind the stage)
-The huge crowd walks through swamp and forest. Who are they?

-Belarussians

-What are they bearing on their frail shoulders? 

  What have they raised in their thin arms?

-The wrongs that have been done them.

-Where are they carriyng these wrongs?

-To the whole world.

- And who has taught them, those who are more than a million, to bear these wrongs? What has broken their slumber?

-Grief and poverty.

-And what is it they want now? Those who have been oppressed for ages, who have been deaf and blind?

-To be called human beings. To be happy.

       (the last picture is the sight of your native town)

( on the stage children in Belarussian national costumes)

  1.- My dear homeland , you are great,

       Not in the fields of battles past

       But in the green fields full of wheat

       And forests, gardens, free of dust.

  2.- I love you deeply, dear land

       Your  hills and rivers, sand of strand

       Your songs and rivers, lakes that freeze

       Your beasts and fish and birds in trees

       Your sunrise in a splended sight

       Which gives me always such delight

  3.- My country – forests, flowers, birds

       The songs that fly above the land

       The people – kind and polite

       Who always give a helpful hand.

  4.- The heart is full of memories

        Sweet feelings, like a crown

        Remind me of Dyatlovo -

        My dear native town.

 ( гучыць песня  “Вы шуміце, бярозы”  Э. Ханka  у перакладзе на англ. мову  ):

                     Make some noise, make some noise

                     Over my head , oh birches,

                     Sing a lullaby, sing it,

                     Take the tune from your hearts

Ref:                   I will lie down, will lie down

                         At the edge of a nice road

                         On the field full of green grass

                         Which already is ripe.

                          I will lie down , will lie down,

                          At the edge of a nice road

                          I’ll put head on the hill

                          I’ll put my arms broad

                      And my legs in the valley  

                      Let the mist cover them.

                      And my heart full of tender 

                      And my head full of thoughts

Ref:                     Make some noice, make some noice

                            Over my head, oh birches,

                            Pour your love, pour your love

                            On my native land.

( A group of children appears on the stage, they tell about their native town)

1. – Our native town was founded more than 500 years ago.The history of it includes both happy and sad pages. Lots of enemies tried to occupy these territories, but people , who are known as patient and hardworking, modest and hospitable, managed to defend themselves, to save the unique charm of our town. We can be really proud of wonderfull places of interest we have here.

(the story is illustrated by the pictures on the screen)  

2.  – Our catholic cathedral, the oldest monument of Dyatlovo, is an exellent example of Barrokko architecture. It wasbuild in 1646 but even now we admire its beauty.

3.  – In 1751 the Radzivils built a wonderfull palace, a park set in an English style with a pond, made the place really picturesque.

4.  – The first church wasbuilt in 1508 but it was burnt and then rebuilt only in the 18th  century.

5.  – We can be pround of our countrymen, too. The owners of Dyatlovo – Lev Sapega, K. Ostrozhskey, St. Radzivil, A. Soltan, I.Domeyko ( a national hero of Chily , a famous scientist ), T. Zhabrovskey ( a professor of Vilnya University), I. Dvorchanin ( an outstanding linguist and politician)

6.   – Today our town is very attractive, beautiful, cosy. And it’s our turn to make it famous. The real hope for wonderful future is our new generation – our children – you and we. Tomorrow depends on us

( the small pupils appear on the stage, the are divided into two groups – boys and girls, the sing a song “WHAT ARE LITTLE BOYS MADE OF?” from English 5 I.N.Vereshchagina, O.V. Afanasyeva  p. 165 )

Gymnasia 1 in Dyatlovo was formed in 2003, there are only about 250 pupils in it. Everything is new, lots of difficulties, but the life is bright and interesting. Pupils are fond of informatics, English, arts, dancing, maths. Almost all the pupils study English on the advanced level and German if they like. But getting acquanted with foreign languages and culture we don’t forget our own one. We study our national customs and traditions,our culture and history.

· Homeland is mine, happiness mine

Young songs of mine, never sleeping

For every field, for each forest pine

 The hearts of your sons are weeping

· Belarus – land of forests, where

People fought for justice

Belarus – land of marshes

Stretching far and wide

· Belarus – land of fields

With flowers – stars of brightness

Belarus – land of songs

A real nation’s pride.

(  “МАЛІТВА ЗА БЕЛАРУСЬ”  І. ЛУЧАНКА у перакладзе на англ. язык)
      Quitness over the land

      Only one pure voice

      It’s an angel at night

      Singing wonderful songs.

· Ave, Maria, guardness of Belarus -  2 times

             For my motherland 

             It is a ray of the sun

             And white color of spring

            And a streat of a brook

· Ave, Maria, guardness of Belarus -  2 times

      Take care of us,

      Safe from terrible fate

      I am so far away 

      In a forest side

· Ave, Maria, guardness of Belarus  -  2 times

                  Pines are making some noice

                  Clouds are runnning away

                  Taking sorrows from hearts 

                  Of my countrymen

· Ave, Maria, guardness of Belarus. -  2 times

1. The land of my fathers is so dear to my soul

The land which the poet and minstrel extol

 Her patient defenders, her patriot – so brave

For freedom their life – blood they gave.

    
We should always remember 

Our parents and land 

And the people who teach us

Who give us a hand

            Who support, give advice

Who are kind and wise

Who is dreaming of future –

Happy, wonderful life.

2. Thanks to everyone, frankly

From all our hearts

For the heritage saved

Till this moment from past.

(  гучыць песня  “СПАДЧЫНА “ І. Лучанка у перакладзе на англ. язык ) 

1. A gift of worth they did bestow 

My forebears of by gone age;

Midst stranges, or the friends I know,

I cherish this my heritage.

Refrain:

     Dream-tales of thawing snows in spring

     Those distant memories evoke,

     With autunm woodlandswhispering,

     And there - a lonely, storm – rent 

   
     2 .   They mind me of those linders, whence

       I heard the clacking storks refrain,

       The ancient, broken, moss grown fence

       That reels  beside a country lane.

               
  Refrain:

 3.   I  hear, where verdant grassland grows,

The plaintive bleat of vearling sheep,

The raucous – cries of gathering crows

 Where near the church our fathers sleep.

                     Refrain:

4.   My kindred thoughts shall be at hand

  To muse on what my dreams 

  For this, my dearest native land,

  Is my own precios heritage.

                    Refrain:

(the curtain)

(the voice behind the stage)

-The members of the European Union Council were really impressed. Though the question is still being discussed. All the materials used are sent to the comission for the detailed studying.

                                         TO BE CONTINUED...

