«ЗДЕСЬ, ДОМА»
( “Here, at Home”)

The world around us is so varied, that every person perceives it in his own way. 
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For a geologist the world is hundreds of kilometers of unknown lands and undiscovered resources; for a doctor, perhaps, it is thousands of rescured lifes and even more people who need help; for a teacher – the first bell and the graduation ball, yesterday’s first-formers and today’s graduates…

Things are totally different with a guide. He or she is the person, who can interest anybody, –geologist, doctor, teacher, –who can look at the world with the eyes of his interlocutors, find what can touch the furthest chords of their soul. So we can say that the world seen by a guide is the deepest and the most lyric, the most extraordinary and exciting. The standpoint of a guide isn’t a plain mirror reflecting everything around us. It’s a kind of “magic light”, which can transform dark ruins of a medieval tower into the great chivalrous castle. We can almost see it traveling back in time; we can hear the horns of tournaments and the clatter of hoofs, the jingling of armour. The sightseers look around, trembling: they expect a herold step out from behind the time-worn tower wall and the solemn sounds of a horn call the noble knights for the tournament… But the narration is soon over and they, as if waking up from sleep, return to their time.

But the guide, smiling, enjoys the effect and, having given them some time to rest, goes on, making them follow him through time, and then they hear the increasing din of cannons, rumble of thousands of tanks and aircraft, the ghastly whistling of bullets above heads and the wailing of bombs. The ruins as if come to life once again, and it’s not the guide but the ruin themselves tell us the story of the heroic defenders of the old fortress, we hear their voices in the din of explosions, it seems that we’re about to see their faces reflected on the old walls, black for the soot of the burnt villages…And again the listeners wouldn’t return back, unwilling to leave he epoch due to the magic feature of the eyes of the guide – the gift of restoring the past, – due to the ability to describe vividly what he sees with his magic view, to excite the listeners and take them to the past, flying away on the wings of truth and memory.
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Belarus

 If translated, the name means «White Russia», a tender and poetic name that befits this country in the best way. «White», in this case, means clean, fair and innocent. Bright colors of the Mediterranean region are not typical of Belarus. It does not have the stun​ning exoticism of Africa or delicate slyness of the East either. Belarus is a country of modest and, one may even say, intelligent beauty. Its quiet charm penetrates into a traveler's soul gradually, through a soft play of the morning sky over the vague horizon line, through the velvet verdure of the vast expanses of the fields, through the overpowering balmy air of a centu​ry-old pine-forest, through the tender mooing of cows and sad cries of cranes. The slipping-away beauty of Belarus does not expose itself to everyone. For this you have to stop and feel the surrounding world: try to look into the blue eyes of Belarus, its deep lakes until you feel [image: image3.jpg]


dizzy, dip your hands into icy waters of a ringing brook, hide from warm rain under a shaggy branch of a spruce... Perhaps, this is one of the few remaining places on our planet where one can see the amazing miracle — the miracle of the untouched nature. It is surprising that right here, in the very center of Europe time seems to have considerably slowed down its pace — the XXI century is raging around, civilization is advancing in strides, yet in Belarus nature remains real, people remain human and values remain eternal. Belarus is an island of calmness in the swirl of seething time, a place of wise harmony of the body and soul.

Territory — 207,600 sq. km.

Location — eastern part of Europe

Borders — with Poland, Lithuania, Russia, the Ukraine

Population — 10 mln. people

Capital — Minsk, about 2 mln. people

Nationalities — besides Belarusians (81.2%) there live Russians, Poles, Ukrainians, Lithuanians, Jews and a small number of other nationalities.

Languages — Belarusian and Russian

Time — GMT + 2 hours

Currency — the Belarusian rouble

Climate — moderate continental, with mild and humid winter and warm summer

Nature — the terrain is mainly flat and hilly, the highest point is only 345 m above the sea level. 36% of the territory is covered

with forests, 45% — agricultural land. There are more than 20,000 rivers and brooks and about 11,000 lakes in Belarus. 6.1% of the country is officially viewed as specially protected natural territories.
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The historical paradox is that Belarusians are one of the most peace-loving nations in the world. Tolerance is their inalienable quality. Yet, alas, it did not help the country to become another Switzerland. Due to its geographical position Belarus has always been the battle arena where stronger neighbors clashed. Tiffs of feu​dal lords, forced introduction of Christianity, raids of crusaders, Mongols and Tatars, inclusion into the Great Lithuanian Principality, then into Rzeczpospolita and finally into the Russian Empire — Belarusian land remembers thousands of bloody battles, fierce fights and wars. Formidable kings and invaders are part of history. Thank God, wars are a thing of the past, too. Only ancient castles   and palaces remind us about the stormy past of Belarus. Some of them are being actively restored — for     instance, the castle of Mir — a real miracle made of red bricks and look​ing onto an ancient pond where, as the legends say, uncountable treas​ures wait to be recovered. But, perhaps, the strongest impression would be left by the castles and palaces that have not been touched by restorers: Khrevo, Golshany, Smoliany, Ruzhany... 

Formidable and stately ruins  covered with the dust of cen​turies seem to be still living in their times. Touch those gray tones and feel the rhythmic, never interrupting pulse of   history.                     

Belarussians have always been tolerant to other religions. Perhaps, it is so because they have always lived on the boundary between paganism and Christianity, as it was in the X century when the Prince of Kiev decided to convert Belarusians into «true believers» of Orthodoxy and Catholicism, like it happened in the times of the Great Lithuanian Principality and Rzeczpospolita or during the USSR era when the country balanced between faith and atheism. Incidentally, it is exactly in Belarus that the world's unique practice, the Uniate system, when the Orthodox Church recognized the supremacy of the Pope of Rome and catholic dogmas, yet preserved its own rituality and structural organization was operating for some time. Unfortunately, annexation of Belarusian lands to the Russian empire meant liquidation of the Uniate church. 
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Yet, it may so happen that people will recall it now when Orthodoxy and Catholicism are looking for ways of reconciliation. The same tolerance was displayed in respect to other religions that existed in Belarus — Judaism and Islam. Nowadays approximately 70% of the population consider themselves orthodox, 20% — catholic and 2% — protestant. In Belarus there are also some communities of Russian old-believers, Protestant churches are mostly represented by the Church of «evangelical faith» («pentecosts») and Baptists. There are two acting synagogues in Minsk.

Minsk is the capital of Belarus. It is an old city but it was completely ruined during the Second World War. Now it is a modern city, a cultural, economic,  educational center of the country.
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OUR TOWN

Welcome to our cosy town. We are glad to invite you on an exciting trip from past to present along the places dear to our hearts. Before we start we`d like to tell you a little bit about the history of our town.

Dyatlovo (Zdzentiol) – is a district center, situated in 146 km from Grodno. The population is about 8300 people (2600)

Our History

In some historical documents Dyatlovo is often mentioned from the 16-18th centuries as Dzentel or Zdentel. But in general the history comes back to 1498, when Great Duke of Lithuania Alexander presented this settlement to Duke [image: image7.jpg]


Konstantin Ostrozhskey. In the beginning of the 17th century Dyatlovo became the property of the Sapega family, who ordered to build a catholic cathedral. In 1655 the settlement possessed to Duke Polubinskey. In 1685 Anna Maria Polubinsakay got married to Dominic Radzivil. For about two centuries Dyatlovo was the property of that great family.
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According to the historical documents in 1689 there were more than a thousand citizens. In the beginning of 1708 Dytlovo was chosen as a camp place for the Russian army troops, fighting with the Swedes. Russian tsar Peter the Great visited Dyatlovo on the 15th of January, 1708. From here he gave orders to Moscow, Petersburgh, Pskov, Grodno and other cities. 
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Since 1795 Dyatlovo was a part of Russian Empire. In 1812 French troops appeared in Slonim and were moving to Novogroodok through Dyatlovo. In 1878 there were 118 houses, a wooden church, a cathedral two synagogues, a postoffice, shops, 6 hotels and bars. Every Tuesday there was a market.In 1897 there were 1189 citizens, 216 buildings, a college, a church school. In 1905- 5207 citizens, 3 drug-stores, a chemists` community. In 1912 a first doctor came to Dyatlovo, he had a private practics. In 1919-1920 Dyatlovo was occupied by the Polish troops. This is the time of educational and cultural work of our famous country-man Ignat Dvorchanin.In 1921-1939 Dyatlovo was a part of Poland. Since 15.01.1940 Dyatlovo became the district center of Baranovichy region.

Dyatlovo during the Great Patriotic War
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During the fascist occupation Dyatlovo was included into the land “Oberest” (occupited territories) The active struggle against of the fascists was held at this territory. The town was made free on the 9th of July, 1944 by the troops of the 3rd army of Belarussian front 3. In Dyatlovo cemetery you can see a memorial “War Children”. More than 70 children from Leningrad, China, Bulgaria, Check republic , Baltic republics, Smolensk, Orlov region came to our place just before the war into the International Camp “Novoelnya”, They died from epidemies and starvation, tortured by the fascists in 1943- 1944.Тheir teacher Valentina Kepp who died in 1945, is buried here too. 80% of the town popupation before the Great Patriotic war were the Judos. In 1942 the getto was organized in Dyatlovo, about 3000 people were brought here from Dyatlovo and   Lida districts. Almost all of them were killed. 

In December 1942 Joseph Philidovych,trying to save a partisans hospital, repeated Ivan Susanin`s deed. He took the fascists to the swamp where everyone died.

After the war the citizens of Dyatlovo became to build a new life. Today you can find a cheese- making factory, a bread plant, a furniture plant. There are four schools, a gymnasium, a music school, a sports school, a cinema, two libraries, a museum, a big hospital.

