НАЦИОНАЛЬНЫЕ РЕМЕСЛА
Belarusian Straw Folk Arts and Crafts
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Straw weaving, incrustation, application are one of the most loved folk arts and crafts in Belarus. 

Below are some examples of decorative and utilitarian uses of straw arts and crafts in Belarus.  Long before mobiles were discovered by modern art Belarusian peasants were beautifying their houses with intricate moving straw mobiles commonly referred as "pavuk" ("spider"). We  guess geometrical complexity of such "pavuk" mobile reminds geometry of spider web.
    Beautiful and useful objects of everyday life were made out of straw and used for storage of goods and foods. All these boxes and baskets are made by straw weaving. Even Belarusian children toys and dolls were often made out of straw.

And, of course, we can't forget traditional straw hats of Belarusian men –“bryl'. It was not customary for Belarusian women to wear straw hats. They preferred to wear simple but elegant straw tiaras.
Lemiashevichy, Pinsk region - is the name of decorated gates separating an altar of a church from the rest of the room in the church. They essentially symbolized gates to [image: image2.jpg]


heaven ("heaven's door"). Only priests and their helpers are allowed to go beyond these gates (to symbolic heaven) in Eastern Orthodox church. These doors were clad in gold and silver in rich churches. In simple village churches folk masters beautified them not with reaches but with their talent, intricate work and taste.

 KalyadyChristmas is the time of traditional Belarusian holiday -  - which has strict rules and lasts for 2 weeks. This tradition was clearly pre-Christian and was celebrated as pagan holiday of Winter Solstice for years before Belarusian ancestors became Christians. Part of the fun was carnival. Folks were wearing masks, dressed up in ship skins, depicting goats, bears, devils, wolves, storks and other popular folk tale personages. Having a goat and a Bethlehem star was pretty much obligatory obligatory in such village carnivals.

Polish Crafts

Christmas Ornaments in Poland
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An Old Christmas Story for Polish Children


Everyone knows that in the beginning the only stars in the sky ere the ones God created for Himself and His angels to see. They were very high in the sky, and no one living on the Earth could see them. 
But then God, because He was very kind, made stars for people to see, as well. He made special stars for each country, so the French had stars of their own, and the Russians, and the Germans. God had given the people of Poland so much sky - more than any other nation- that He decided that they need only one star, because they could see all the stars of all the other nations in their big sky. 
It was very lonely for the Polish star, especially when the stars of other countries began to act superior because they were so many more of them. It was so lonely that sometimes she cried, but very quietly so that God would not hear. But after a while, it was so sad for the Polish star that she could not shine anymore. 
Of course God noticed this right away, so he walked over to the Polish star, and they had a talk. The lonely Polish star told God everything that was troubling her. About being so lonely, and having no other star to play with, and no one to talk with. What she said made God so sad that He cried too. 
God said to the lonely Polish star, "You must be patient, little one, and one day you will be given a tack to carry out for me that will make up for all your tears." 
So now the Polish star stopped her tears, and she waited patiently as God told her she must. She was still a sad little star, but she knew that God would remember her, so she wept no more. 
And finally there came a special day when God summoned before Him all the stars of all sizes and nationalities. There was a Great Mission to be assigned. None of them knew what the mission was to be, but all wanted to be chosen. So all the stars crowded about the throne of God, each one trying to outshine the others so as to be noticed by God. 
God stepped down from his throne, and walked up and down the line, looking at each of the stars. They were all very quiet and very good, hoping and hoping that God would chose them. Except that down near the end of the line, there was a commotion. (...) God saw that it was his own special Polish star, so small that she had to jump about and peek around the other stars to get a look at Him
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God went back to His throne, and He took His seat. And then He said, "You, tiniest little star, little Polish star, you come here to My throne". 
And God spoke especially to her, but all the other stars heard, too. He said, "Because you have been so patient, and so good, and have never doubted the promise I made to you, your time has come. The Great Mission shall be entrusted to you. You, among all the stars in My heaven will be the one remembered by all the peoples for all time." 
"It is you", God sad to her, "who is chosen to lead to lead the Wise Men t Bethlehem, where My Son shall be born. You will shine more brilliantly than any other star in the skies, and you will be known for all the ages as The Star of Bethlehem". 
This is why the Christmas Eve is so special for all Polish people - because it is the time of their special star that leads them to the Baby Jesus.

Polish Christmas Tree (choinka) 

	How should a Polish Christmas tree, in Polish: choinka, look like?
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When I was growing up in Poland in the late 1960 and 1970s quite a number of trees were cut from Polish forests before Christmas season, both, firs and spruces. Firs were the most admired, but too many were cut, so that finally the sale of these trees was banned. Presently, due to environmental concerns and because of improved technology, Polish Christmas trees just like American trees - are usually artificial and can serve for many years and many Christmases. Christmas tree should be tall enough to reach a ceiling after it is put on a stand and topped with a star or a pointed ornament like the one shown here.

	When to decorate a Polish Christmas Tree?
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Polish Christmas season has a different timeframe than American Christmas.
Although Poles start Christmas shoppings long before Christmas they do not organize Christmas parties and do not decorate Christmas tree because of the Advent season. So Polish Christmas season does not start a month before Xmas like in the USA. Poles decorate the Christmas tree the day, two before Christmas Eve but it lasts longer. Christmas officially terminates on the 2nd of February in Poland. Read more about it in the article entitled: Christmas Timeframe, Advent and ...Temptations.
	Who decorate the Christmas tree?
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The entire family decorates the Christmas tree. According to a recent poll, 78 % of Poles decorate the Christmas tree together as a family (Click HERE to see a summary of this poll results in Polish). Children are encouraged to help with the Christmas decorations since adults are involved in the preparations of the Christmas food. Adults also have to work almost until Christmas Eve. The day of Christmas Eve's Day is a shorter working day, it lasts six instead of eight hours. 

	What are the most popular Christmas ornaments in Poland?



Polish Christmas ornaments have a very old tradition. They are usually mouth-blown, hand-decorated, and are very delicate and brittle. Polish ornaments, called bombki, have many shapes - some are round, other are shaped like icicles. 
Chinese Weaving Craft
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Weaving products are hand-woven grass, bamboo, willow, rattan, palm, jute and straw articles for daily use. Weaving materials are abundant, to a degree. Laborers learned to obtain materials from local sources a long time ago. They weave a variety of practical supplies and art displays with their deft hands. The technology is exquisite, the assortment is plentiful, the style is novel, and the modeling is pleasing to the eye. These daily-use articles brim with simple and natural beauty.

Bamboo and grass weaving products are some of the most common. Bamboo weaving products represent our national folk tradition for making daily-use handiwork, and bamboo weaving requires diverse skills. In China, the most famous places for bamboo weaving products are Dongyang, Chengzhou in the Zhejiang province, and Yiyang in the Hunan province. Grass weaving products are widely distributed in China. These products are soft, portable, plain, and generous. Celebrated productions include Shandong grass weaving, Ningbo grass weaving, and Longshang grass weaving. In addition to bamboo and grass weaving products, vine weaving goods, willow weaving goods, palm weaving goods, and jute weaving goods also make their mark. Full of traditional characteristics, they are extremely popular with many people.

Bamboo weaving products

Dongyang bamboo weaving
Dongyang is rich in bamboo and its conditions are favorable for the bamboo weaving industry. Bamboo weaving in Dongyang was especially strong during the Song Dynasty. With dragon lanterns, flower lanterns, and revolving lanterns being made there, it has a reputation as “the hometown of bamboo weaving.”


Dongyang bamboo weaving is used to make more than twenty products, including baskets, plates, bags, boxes, bottles, jars, and furniture. Animals woven from bamboo include chickens, ducks, geese, rabbits, and dogs, among others.

The woven products create vivid and exaggerated images. The more delicate Dongyang bamboo weaving products are woven with 120 tiny bamboo strips to craft an area of one square inch, creating a vivid and dynamic model. Ma Xuanhua, a handicraftsman of Dongyang bamboo weaving created a large-scale piece, the “incense burner cabinet,” using more than 30 techniques, and assisted with the bamboo carving, engraving, and gilding. The technique was exquisite, and the piece was displayed in Beijing at the Zhejiang Hall of the Great Hall of the People. It was later shown in the USA, Japan, and Hong Kong, among other locations. In 1984, the large-scale piece, “Nine-Dragon Screen,” won the golden cup of the Chinese Arts and Crafts Hundred Flowers Awards and was appointed a treasure of the state. Currently, there are twenty-one major Dongyang bamboo weaving products, and more than 3,000 assortments of goods are sold in over 60 countries and regions worldwide.
Shengzhou bamboo weaving
Shengzhou bamboo weaving products, a sort of famous handicraft in our country, enjoy great fame at home and abroad. Here, laborers used various and plentiful local bamboo with dexterous hands and wove simple, unadorned, pragmatic, square-bottomed bamboo baskets more than 1600 years ago. Over time, the bamboo weaving technology has advanced and the skill of weaving has been perfected, gradually becoming an elegant and characteristic Shengzhou handicraft. Twelve kinds of products, including baskets, sets, bottles, boxes, jars, byobus, animals, buildings, personages, furniture, toys, and lamps are made, along with more than 6,000 assortments. Product quality is the best in the entire nation, and received the golden cup medal of the Chinese Arts and Crafts Hundred Flowers Awards in 1982, continuing its tradition of winning the golden cup for seven years. In 1989, Shengzhou bamboo weaving won the gold award in the first Beijing international exposition.
Traveling merchants at home and from abroad appreciate the products, which are very competitive in the international market. They are praised as “the first bamboo weavings in China and in foreign countries.”

Daijia bamboo weaving
The Dai family is good at bamboo weaving. If you have the chance to be a guest in Daixiang, you will enter into a bamboo-weaving world when stepping into the pleasingly unconventional bamboo building. Everything, including the walls, the carpet, seat cushions, interior display furniture articles for daily use, a wardrobe, a small mess lunch box, a stool, a summer hat, a rain hat, small baskets carried on the back, are made from bamboo weaving. The numerous bamboo weaving handicrafts are simple and unsophisticated, with an attractive and pragmatic look and of the best quality. Cinnabar is used on the inside, and gold lacquer on the outside. Printout peacock feathers line ornaments and have inlaid a five-color glazed pattern. The piece, beautiful and imposing, is offered as a sacrifice in Buddhist temples.

Grass weaving products

Shandong grass weaving
A stem or leaf of cattail grass weaving, with maize skin grass weaving straw, is the most common grass weaving product by the people of Shandong.
Grass-weaving articles are classified based on their usage. Articles include baskets, boxes, sets, tea pads, cushions, chopstick containers, meal boxes, strainers, pot covers, fans, dish sieves, flowerpot covers, wastepaper baskets, message inserts, teacup covers, grass toys, among others. Clothing items include straw hats (the bowler hat, child caps, bamboo hats, sun helmets, coarse headgear), straw sandals (traditional winter “nest with cattail” and a variety of slippers and sandals), a palm-bark rain cape, and a cold maize skin shirt, among other items. Also made are grass screens, grass carpets, light umbrellas, wall decorating paper, and grass wallpaper, in the building and interior decoration categories.
Moreover, there are many semi-finished products made of grass plait, along with a variety of weaving goods, step goods, string goods, and nail goods, based on different handicrafts.
As traditional handicraft artistic products and a family of handicraft industry products, grass weaving products extend over several areas, with a focus in the Shandong Province, as well as Yan Tai City, Wei Fang City, the Bin Zhou City area, the Liao Cheng City area, Qing Dao City, and Ji Nan City.

Ningbo grass weaving
Ningbo grass weaving enjoys a high reputation. The Ningbo grass weaving article abounds in natural resources, being made of seat grass, wheat pole, salty grass, stem or leaf of cattail, Chinese alpine rush, and maize shell. Locals are skilled in traditional grass weaving—except for the straw hat—and weave grass baskets, carry bags, grass fans, straw slippers, grass tea cushions, and various floral designs.

Longshang grass weaving
Longshang grass weaving refers to straw plaited works of art from the eastern regions of Gansu Province. The five main areas of production are Ding Xi County, Ping Liang City, Qing Yang County, Tian Shui, and Long Nan in Gansu. Tianshui grass weaving uses the wheat straw, maize skin, and rattan as materials. The Ping Liang City grass weaving articles use wheat straw and reed grass. Actors carry out drawings, embroidery, printing and dyeing, and arrange flowers on straw plaited articles. The artistic value of grass weaving articles improves greatly by adopting modern fine art designs and models through simple, unsophisticated shapes and elegant quality. This handicraft article combines practical utility with beauty. Representative products of Longshang grass weaving are straw plaited embroidery articles and straw marking models of the animals represented in the twelve years of the Chinese zodiac.

Qiyang grass mat
The Qiyang grass mat has an age-old history of more than three hundred years. The workmanship is meticulous, the surface of the mat is glossy, the pattern is artistic but unaffected, and its luster is luminous. Sweat does not stick to the body when sleeping on this grass mat in the summer, as it is comfortable and smooth. The natural fragrance of grass mat brings the freshness of the mountains and plains to the person. Qi Yang county grass mats enjoy a good reputation and products sell well all over the country, as well as in seven or eight countries.

